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i fart of a tetter to the fuhlifher^ from the ^e^ereni 
Mr. Abr» de la Pryme, giying ait Account of fome 
OhferVatlom he made cmicernlng Vegetatiotu 

SOme have miade Experiitients of the Meliomtiflg^Fettili^ 
zing and Milltiplying of Grain, by fteeping tliem in di- 
vers Liquors^ J^^&h ^omtwlittt mentions a Plant of Barley^ 
all rifiiig from one Corn^ that by fleeping and watering 
with Saltpetf e, diffolv'din Water, brought forth 249 Stalks, 
and above i8cco Grains. And the laft Edition of Ckw^- 
iiem mentions a thing very obfervable, that the Corn fown 
in a Field in Cdtnwal^ ^ftet a great Battle in the Civil War 
tiitie^ bf'^iught forth 4 br 5 Ears oh evevy Stalk. I have try- 
fed fome fuch likd Experiments oti feveral Grains, and tho' I 
have not been fo happy, as to meet with that increafe there* 
in that I expeded^ yet as fome of them were diverting to 
hife iil beholding, and perhaps may be to you in readings 
fo ! Will fill this Letter with fome d£ them, that it may 
frot coifie to you empty-. 

Upon the i2d of Marcb^ iSg^, I laid to fleep, 

A Pea, aBarley Corn, and a Wheat Corn^ in Brimftone 
Water. 

A ]^ea,a Wheat, aBarley and ail Oat Corn, in Alloni Wa- 
ter* 

A Pea,AWheatjaBarley,andanOat Cor«, in aii oldDilfoL 
of Salt of Tartar. 

A Pea, a Wheat, a Barley, and an Oat, in the Cap^ Mort., 
of Sal Arm. dilfolved in Urine. 

A Pea, a Wheat, aBarley, artdan Oat, it thedilTolve of 
the Salt erf Walls. 

A Pea, a Wheat, a Barley, add an Oat^ in the diffof. of 

Saltpetre. 
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A Pea, a Wheat, a Barley, and an Oat in "Fojioc or Star 
Gelly. 

A Pea, a Wheat, a Barley and an Oat Corn in Urine, 

\ fteep'd them thus 5 days and 5 nights, and fet them 
in a Garden in a good ioil, againft a North Wall,full in the 
Sun, on the 27th of the fame Month, after a rainy Night, 
with a Pea, a Wheat, a Barley, and an Oat unfteeped. 

Upon the loth of vi/)ri/ following, I went to fee them, 
and round that fome were juft come up, fome not. 

The Pea, the Barley and the Wheat (ieep'd in Brimftone 
Water, ail up together. 

The Pea fteep'd in Alom Water very big andfweird,but 
not fo much as fprou'ted, but the Barley, Wheat and Oat. 
above ground. 

The Pea fteeped in an old folution of Salt of Tartar, 
was half come up, the Wheat fcarce fprouted, but the Bar- 
ley and Oat quite up. 

The Pea, the Wheat, the Barley and Oat fteep'd in the 
Caput Moru of Sat Annomac diflblv'd in Urine, were all, 
up together y as were alfo the mext row that were fteep'd in 
the Solution of Salt of Wails. 

The Pea and Wheat fteep'd in the diflblution of Salt^ 
petre, were about half up^ but the Barley and Oat quite 

up. 
Thofe which were fteep*d in 2%?^c, were none of them; 

come up, nor fcarce fprouted. 

The Barley andOat fteeped in Urine were comeupibut 
the Pea and Wheat fcarce fprouted. 

And laftly, to mygreatfurprize,thePea, the Wheat, the 
Barley and the Oat that were not at all fteeped, were all of 
dhem as foon up as any of the former, except only the 
Wheat, which was about half up. 

I fet them all a Finger deep in the Ground, and there 
was all the time of their growth very fine Weather. 

From all which I humbly fuppofe that Allom Water is 
againft the nature of Peas, and retards their growth, but 
agrees well enough with W heat, Barley and Oats. That- 
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That the fo|ution of Salt of Tartar is not friendly to the 
nature either of Peas or Wheat, but agreeable or concor- 
dant to the naturq of the Oats and^Bariej^* 

That the Water of Saltpetre haii not here any of the 
great Power or Vertue I expeded, &c. 

And that thefe fteepings did not further any of thefaid 
Grains in their growth and coming up, but manifeftly and 
plainly retarded fome or mofl: of them. 

Then I digged them all up but three fpires of Barley, 
which I let ftand about a foot and a half, or two foot, one 
from another, which grew and increafed fo exceedingly,that 
they had fixty, fixty five, and fixty feyen ftalks apiece from 
their (ingle Grain and Root, with every one an Ear on, and 
about forty or fome what more Corns apiece in them^ which 
increafe perhaps proceeded not fo much from the Grain 
having been fteeped in any Liquors, as from the fertility 
and goodnefs of the Soil, and their competenc balance one 
from another. I obferved that new fhoots continually ftruck 
up from the Root ^ and that, as in the Eaji and W'e/l /;i- 
dies^ there are Trees that always bear Blolfoms and Flow- 
ers, green and ripe Fruit at the fame time^ fo that here if 
the en vigorating heat of the Sun had not been cool'd and 
weakned by the approach of the Winter Seafon, there 
would have continually been new, ripe Corn, and empty 
Ears on the fame Root. 
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